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Introduction and Purpose

Providing high guality fire protection standards is crucial to ensuring the life safety of occupants within
buildings. This is achieved through best practice building and construction standards, a rigorous and fit for
purpose licensing framework and adequate compliance and enforcement standards.

For several years, industry has expressed a need to review the present fire protection licensing framework
to ensure it remains fit for purpose. This framework has been in place for many years and provides the
contractor and occupational licence requirements for the fire protection sector.

Since late 2015, the Department of Housing and Public Works (DHPW) has been consulting with a

Queensland Building and Construction Commission (QBCC) industry group;the-Fire Protection Working
Group (FPWG). The FPWG consisted of representatives from the fire prot lilding, plumbing and
insurance sectors.

In late 2016, the FPWG endorsed a new proposed licensing frame
Queensland. In 2016-17, DHPW consulted on the proposed new fir
part of the Queensland Building Plan (QBP) discussion paper.

protection work in
h licensing framework as
committed the Government

agreement was not reached on all of the technical qualifi¢a
proposed licence classes.

Scope

To provide advice and make recommendatiohs to the MCC;
e oh a modernised fire protection licensing’framework in line with the Government's Queensland
Building Plan commitmen
e on the appropriate teical

ifications and units of competency that should apply to the

key definitions andtechnical qualifications

e a strong and effective’clear compliance framework for fire protection including processes to
improve enforcement

e delivery of advice to the MCC and DHPW to facilitate regulatory amendment to implement the
changes by 30 November 2019.
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In addressing the scope of the fire protection subcommittee, the subcommittee should have regard to the
following objectives when providing their advice and recommendations:
* simplify licence classes by removing duplication and redundant licence types
* modernise the licensing framework to reflect current industry practice
« increase mobility and employability across jurisdictions by removing unnecessary licensing
requirements
¢ reduce costs for both industry and householders while maintaining high standards of competency
within the building and construction industry
« maintain or enhance the current standard of technical qualifications for licence classes
* consider potential adverse impacts for the broader fire protection sector, other licences and the
building and construction industry and the community
« ensure an effective compliance framework is in place to maintain or ance fire protection
standards in Queensland
* minimise additional regulatory burden on industry and building o ngl bccupiers
*  minimise additional cost on responsible agencies such as the Que Fire and Emergency
Services and QBCC.

Timeframe

It is intended for the Minister to progress an Amendment Regulati implement the proposed new fire
protection licensing framework by the end November 201 i this outcome, the subcommittee is
asked to provide its recommendations and deliverables t to facilitate regulatory changes being
made in 2019.

Composition of the fire protection ommittee

Plumbers' Union Queen
Air Conditioning and
Association of Wall
Housing Industry
Engineers Austra
* Master Electrici

Ex officio member

» DHPW

« QBCC

* Queensland Fire and Emergency Services
Chair

HEO) National Fire Industry Association Qld

Stakeholder engagement

From time to time, the fire protection subcommittee may invite expert guests to attend fire protection
subcommittee meetings to provide additional industry perspectives, information and technical guidance.

May 2019 — Version 1.4
22019R RTI Documents - Page no. 4



Terms of Reference—Ministerial Construction Council Subcommittee on Fire Protection Licensing and Compliance

Page 5 of &

Secretariat

DHPW will provide support for the fire protection subcommittee as required, including:
» sending invitations and booking meeting rooms
» circulation of minutes and other information for members
» providing technical support and policy advice

Frequency of meetings

Meetings will be scheduled by the Chair.

Departmental contacts

| Name | Contact details

Ms Catherine McCahon | A/Executive Director, Building Legislatio
and Policy

Mr Justin Reis A/Director, Strategic Policy (QBC W ;
m: 47(3)(b)
\ e: justin.reis@hpw.gld.gov.au
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