Building newsflash number 485
Provision of building approval data to local
government
Purpose
To remind private building certifiers of the importance of providing building
development application details to local government for archiving.

Background
If a private certifier approves a building development application, section 86 of the
Building Act 1975 requires the certifier to give the relevant local government a copy of
certain documents within five business days of the approval. These documents include
the application, the approval documents for the application and the approved form.
The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) collects and publishes data monthly on the
number, type and value of building approvals at a range of geographical levels for the
whole of Australia. The value of building approvals, as measured by dwelling
investment, is a key indicator of economic activity at the state, regional and local
government levels. This indicator is used frequently and extensively by policy makers
and analysts as one measure in assessing the economic health of an area.
Building approvals are also used extensively by many organisations in planning for the
provision of infrastructure and services as it is a leading indicator of future population
growth in an area.

Issues
ABS advises that it frequently needs to revise building approvals data for Queensland.
Building certifiers must lodge the required documents to the relevant local government
in a timely manner and accurate records must be maintained by local governments so
that the ABS data for Queensland is up to date and accurate.
The ABS uses building approvals, lagged six months, as a key input to the
demographic model that calculates the annual estimated resident population figures
for local government areas. It is important that population estimates are as accurate as
possible to assist in the equitable allocation of grants to local government. It is
therefore vital that private building certifiers supply timely, accurate and complete
building approval data to local governments and that local governments correctly
record this data for the ABS reports.
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Contact for further information
Department of Local Government and Planning
Building Codes Queensland Division
tel +61 7 3239 6369
buildingcodes@dlgp.qld.gov.au
DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this Newsflash is provided by the State of Queensland in good faith. The material is
general in nature and before relying on the material in any important matter, users should carefully evaluate its accuracy,
currency, completeness and relevance for their purpose. It is not intended as a substitute for consulting the relevant legislation
or for obtaining appropriate professional advice relevant to your particular circumstances. The State of Queensland cannot
accept responsibility or liability for any loss, damage, cost or expense you might incur as a result of the use of or reliance on
information contained in this Newsflash. It is not intended to be, and should not be relied upon as the ultimate and/or complete
source of information.
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