
 

 

31 January 2020 

Department of Natural Resources and Mines 

Level 1, William Street 

BRISBANE QLD 4000 

Via email: energyreview@dnrme.qld.gov.au  

Review of Queensland Energy Legislation – Options paper 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide the property industry’s feedback on the Review of 

Queensland Energy Legislation - Options paper. 

The Property Council of Australia is the leading advocate for Australia’s biggest industry – 

property. We are a national not-for-profit organisation established to promote the work of 

the property industry in delivering prosperity, jobs and strong communities to all Australians. 

The Property Council supports measures that assist Queensland in adapting to a diverse and 

evolving industry, provide clear rules for operators and regulators, to better align with applied 

national laws and remove duplicity where appropriate. 

The Property Council takes a leading role nationally in promoting smart policies to improve the 

uptake of energy efficiency and clean energy, and incentivise best practice development and 

community creation. 

Recently, we released a report: Every Building Counts, which outlines practical policies across 

residential, commercial and public buildings that should be implemented by federal, state and 

territory and local governments to drive emissions reduction in line with Australia’s Paris 

Agreement commitments. As part of reviewing our submission, we would encourage you to also 

review our report and consider its recommendations. 

The following comments are intended to provide a high level insight into aspects of the policy 

that can add most value to the property industry and assist with the critical role the industry 

plays in creating prosperity, jobs and strong communities for current and future generations of 

Queensland. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide industry feedback on the Review of Queensland Energy 

Legislation – Options paper. Should you wish to discuss our comments, please don’t hesitate to contact 

Nathan Percy, Acting Queensland Deputy Executive Director on 07 3225 3000 or by email to 

npercy@propertycouncil.com.au. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Chris Mountford 
Queensland Executive Director 

mailto:energyreview@dnrme.qld.gov.au
https://www.propertycouncil.com.au/Web/Advocacy/Advocacy_Priorities/Sustainability/Web/Advocacy/Priority/Sustainability.aspx?hkey=daecae2b-31f8-44d9-8c43-ae35b4cf0b30&iSession=49d89a9d7134466598020fc8471f8e18,56d4845ddff04af7a6d5f16a545b68d7,49d89a9d7134466598020fc8471f8e18,56d4845ddff04af7a6d5f16a545b68d7
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Schedule of position statements and Property Council comments 

T1. Purpose of state energy laws 

  Option 3. 

In a previous submission responding to the first stage of the Review of the Queensland Energy Legislation, the Property Council outlined that it is 

fundamentally important for this review to encapsulate a national approach where possible and seek to harmonise legislative settings. 

Therefore, the Property Council supports the objective to align the purpose of Electricity Act and Gas Supply Act with national energy objectives and state 

priorities as well as introducing a legislated purpose for Liquid Fuel Supply Act. 

T2. Energy efficiency and demand management 

  Option 3. 

The Property Council supports the recommendation to remove state regulation only to the extent it duplicates other laws. As outlined in our earlier 

submission, any proposed changes resulting from the review needs to identify any existing overlaps and duplication and ensure where appropriate that 

they are reduced or corrected. 

T3. Interactions with other laws 

  Option 3. 

The Property Council supports measures that would align laws that apply to the regulation and governance of energy in Queensland with other 

jurisdictions. For instance, the inconsistency of definitions for technical matters across jurisdictions creates more confusion for all users, and our 

members would welcome moves to create greater consistency which would result in a smoother, easier and more transparent experience for both 

users and industry. 

T4. Licensing 

  Option 2. 
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  As outlined above, the Property Council supports measures that are in sync with the national regime and therefore, supports alignment to the national 

approach of licensing practices, as well as to the national framework. 

T5. Powers of entry and resumption 

  Option 2. 

The Property Council supports measures that strike the right balance of respecting the rights of the property/landowners and allowing appropriate access 

to metering coordinators and distributors to perform their duties to ensure our communities have access to safe, reliable and cost-effective energy. 

T6. Technical requirements 

  No comment. 

T7. Price control 

  Option 3 and Option 2. 

The Property Council appreciates the Department’s consideration to expand services for Queensland’s regional customers by proposing to progress 

legislative changes to expand regional feed-in tariffs. Measures to increase certainty for industry, choice in regional areas and enhance system 

efficiencies would be welcomed by our members. 

T8. Dispute resolution 

8.1 Option 3. 

The Property Council recognizes the important role the Energy and Water Ombudsman plays in providing essential dispute resolution services to 

customers and therefore, supports moves that would increase access to the Energy and Water Ombudsman for all users. 

8.2 Option 2. 

8.3 Option 2. 

T9. Customer protections 
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  Option 3. 

T10. Emergency Powers 

  The Property Council supports the Department’s recommendation to adopt Option 1 in relation to the Gas Supply Act and to adopt Option 2 for the 

Electricity Act and Liquid Fuel Supply Act which would align with other jurisdictions and complement national supply emergency processes. 

T11. Offences and enforcement 

11.1 No comment. 

11.2 No comment. 
 

3 


